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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
Nos. 969 and 970, | would have voted “yes.”
| was absent because | joined a congressional
delegation inspecting military facilities in Iraq,
which did not return until the following morn-
ing. Hence, had | been present, | would have
voted “yea.”

———

EXTENDING ANDEAN TRADE
PREFERENCES

HON. DAVID DREIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, | am a
strong and long-time supporter of the Andean
Trade Preferences Act, ATPA, and | support
extending this vital program. Fostering eco-
nomic development and the rule of law in the
Andean region is essential to our national se-
curity, foreign policy and economic interests.
H.R. 4284 extends ATPA benefits for Colom-
bia, Peru, and Ecuador until December 31,
2010.

| believe there are two essential compo-
nents to making ATPA work as effectively as
possible. First, there must be continuity, so
that American businesses and workers can
get the greatest benefit. The U.S. jobs that are
supported by engaging in the Andean region
through ATPA require a sound investment en-
vironment, which in turn demands certainty
that the program will be maintained. Taking
action to extend ATPA for an additional year
beyond December 31, 2009, is a positive step.
However, demonstrating a stronger commit-
ment to continuity by extending the program
for at least 2 years would improve the pro-
gram’s effectiveness and provide greater op-
portunity for job creation here in the U.S.

Second, there must be accountability. While
two of the three current participant countries—
Colombia and Peru—have made enormous
strides in implementing economic reforms, so-
lidifying the rule of law and engaging as strong
partners with the U.S., Ecuador has moved
backwards in many regards. Most troubling
has been the failure to strengthen the rule of
law, as this is the bedrock upon which all eco-
nomic and political reforms are built. While |
believe that engagement through trade is the
best way to encourage progress, we must
take steps to ensure that there is account-
ability along the way. Unfortunately, H.R. 4284
removes measures currently in place to con-
duct a special review of Ecuador's progress.
This action diminishes the incentives for Ecua-
dor to play by the rules. It also sends the mes-
sage to our partners that those who take steps
backwards will get the same treatment as
those who make enormous forward progress.
This lack of accountability diminishes the ef-
fectiveness of both the carrot and the stick.

As we consider long-term proposals for our
trade preferences programs, including ATPA, |
believe that we must ensure there is both
greater continuity and greater accountability.
Continued failure to do so will only limit our
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ability to achieve the national security, foreign
policy and economic objectives these pro-
grams are designed to achieve.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, due
to weather-related flight cancellations that de-
layed my return to Washington until this morn-
ing, | was absent from the House Floor during
Monday’s two rollcall votes. Had | been
present, | would have voted in favor of H. Res.
779 and H. Res. 942.

———

CALLING ON THE IRAQI GOVERN-
MENT TO KEEP ITS PROMISE
AND UPHOLD ITS OBLIGATIONS
UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to urge the Iraqi
authorities not to forcibly remove Camp Ashraf
residents from the home where they have
lived for over twenty vyears. International
human rights groups such as Amnesty Inter-
national have warned that forcibly relocating
the Camp Ashraf residents will put the Iranian
opposition group “at risk of arbitrary arrest,
torture or other forms of ill-treatment, and un-
lawful killing.”

On July 29 of this year, | spoke out against
the brutal attack that began on July 28 carried
out by Iraqi security forces who were acting at
the behest of the Iranian regime. The Iragi se-
curity forces rolled over unarmed Camp Ashraf
residents with tanks and beat them with sticks,
killing at least nine residents and injuring
many more. An injustice of this magnitude
must not happen again.

If the Iragi government forcibly moves these
residents from their Camp Ashraf home, it will
be breaking its promise to the United States
and violating its obligations under international
law. When these Iranian exiles voluntarily sur-
rendered their weapons to U.S. forces in
20083, they did so in exchange for a promise
that the U.S. would protect them. When the
United States withdrew from the Camp Ashraf
region, the United States and Iraq signed an
agreement that the Iragi government would
continue to ensure their safety. Furthermore,
Camp Ashraf residents are also shielded by
international law because they are “protected
persons” under Article 27 of the Fourth Gene-
va Convention.

This attempt to move the Camp Ashraf resi-
dents to a remote prison in the middle of the
deserts appears to be an ugly attempt by the
Iragi government to appease the Iranian re-
gime. Groups such as Amnesty International
warn that it may even lead to their forcible re-
turn to Iran. If returned to Iran, these members
of the lIranian opposition would face almost
certain torture and even death.

Madam Speaker, | call on the Iraqgi govern-
ment to keep its promise to the United States
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and uphold its obligations under international
law. Attempting to mollify the tyrannical, illegit-
imate Iranian regime at the expense of these
pro-democracy activists would be a tragic mis-
take. | call on the Iragi government to ensure
the protection that these exiles were promised
and to which they are entitled under inter-
national law.

——————

HONORING SONOMA VALLEY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF
SONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today with my colleague, Rep-
resentative LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor the 100th
anniversary of the Sonoma Valley Chamber of
Commerce. The Chamber has long served as
a spirited defender of the Valley’s interests, by
encouraging new industry, organizing beautifi-
cation projects and managing flood control ef-
forts.

The Chamber began the evening of April
10, 1909, when 32 businessmen convened
over dinner to discuss how they could stimu-
late commerce for the benefit of local mer-
chants and professionals.

Membership quickly grew to 100 and the
Chamber began their first initiatives, like pub-
lishing marketing material and establishing
committees to begin tackling an ambitious
agenda. In the early years, the Chamber
called for transportation improvements and
successfully lobbied Congress to protect a
local federal facility from closure.

During the Great Depression, the Sonoma
Valley Chamber of Commerce was instru-
mental in addressing needs of a paralyzed
business community. To generate renewed in-
terest in the organization, the Chamber hosted
an event benefiting street and driveway im-
provements.

In the subsequent years, the Chamber pio-
neered many efforts, including the creation of
a commuter bus service to San Francisco, the
endorsement of a municipal water system,
support for State Parks and advocacy for un-
derground utility and telephone lines. Notably,
the Chamber raised local matching funds for a
job stimulus program that was part of Presi-
dent Roosevelt’'s New Deal.

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the
Chamber was designated as a farm labor of-
fice tasked with steering workers to local farm-
ers. In the years following the war, the Cham-
ber focused on supporting an adequate sew-
age system, the introduction of local hospital
and the adoption of a zoning plan. By mid-
century, the Chamber hosted an industrial
conference, boldly escalating efforts to bring
new industry to the Valley.

Today the Chamber has expanded its mem-
bership to more than 700 leaders who con-
tinue to help ensure a thriving economy
through advocacy, promotion, networking,
education and services.

Operating under the mantra that “Strong
businesses make strong communities,” the
Chamber hosts events, publishes a business
magazine and offers comprehensive business,
community and visitor resources. The Cham-
ber also leads recognition efforts, honoring the
business of the year and green businesses.
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Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this
time that we acknowledge the 100th anniver-
sary of the Sonoma Valley Chamber of Com-
merce. In years to come, this organization will
remain an integral and powerful force that
continues to enrich the business community
for the benefit of all Sonoma Valley residents.

IN MEMORY OF DONNA FREEMAN
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with my colleague, Representative MIKE
THOMPSON, to honor the memory of Donna
Cook Freeman of Bodega Bay in my district,
an energetic community activist from whose
petite frame exuded a feisty kind of determina-
tion combined with warmth and humor that
earned friends, political power and a long list
of accomplishments.

Donna came to Bodega Bay a half-century
ago as a young, poor and pregnant fisher-
man’s wife with two small children in tow. She
left Bodega Bay and this earthly plane on Oc-
tober 30, 2009 after two weeks of farewell vis-
its from at least 150 friends. She was 72.

Donna Cook Freeman became involved in
local politics in the early ’60s in one of the
earliest environmental battles of the modern
era, the fight over the planned construction of
a nuclear power plant at Bodega Head. Donna
and several other “ordinary” townspeople and
their friends took on the giant utility, and ulti-
mately won after they exposed the danger of
building the plant directly on the San Andreas
Fault.

Remaining active in coastal issues, she
served on the California Coastal Commission’s
advisory board for the county’s coastal plan.
She campaigned for a local assessment to
provide paramedics for the Bodega Bay Fire
Protection District. Later she served three
terms as a director of the Fire District. She
was also a founder of the Bodega Bay Fisher-
men’s Festival, and served as president and a
director of the Bodega Bay Chamber of Com-
merce, and for a decade served on the board
of the Sonoma County Fair. She successfully
fought for new port facilities for commercial
and recreational fishermen that became Spud
Point Marina.

She also created a special place in a scrub
filled ravine at the foot of Bodega Head. She
filled it with cool ferns, waving trees, rippling
ponds, narrow foot bridges and a gazebo she
salvaged from the set of Alfred Hitchcock’s
Bodega Bay-based classic fiim, “The Birds.”
This sheltered refuge she called “Compass
Rose Garden,” named both for the center of
a compass and her mother. She raised her
family in a cottage in the garden, and turned
its verdant grounds into a place for weddings,
family events, community celebrations, and
political fundraisers that both advertised and
expanded her political influence.

She served on the Democratic State Central
Committee, and her endorsement was gold to
numerous political candidates courting west
Sonoma County votes. She served a vital role
in ushering in progressive politics to the coun-
ty when she successfully managed the cam-
paign of former Sonoma County Supervisor
Ernie Carpenter.
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Last month she was diagnosed with ad-
vanced liver cancer and as her life ebbed
away she made plans for a final celebration at
Compass Rose Garden. It was not to be. Yet
she leaves a legacy of progress, a legion of
friends, and a loving family that includes her
husband, Clarence Freeman, her two daugh-
ters Melinda McLees and Melissa Freeman;
three sons, Scott Freeman, Kevin Freeman,
and Steve Freeman; and their families, which
include seven grandchildren; as well as her
brother James Cook and a sister Dorothy
Cook Hewett, and their families.

Madam Speaker, Donna Cook Freeman
brought creativity, vibrancy and determination
to every endeavor she took on. She led by her
powers of persuasion and her personal mag-
netism. She was born in the Depression but
was guided through her life by her joyous
sense of possibility. When the boats are
blessed at the next Bodega Bay Fishermen’s
Festival, we will think of her, and recall a spirit
that could rise above the waves.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, on De-
cember 14, 2009, | was unable to be in the
chamber for two Rollcall votes. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
No. 969, H. Res. 776, a resolution recognizing
and supporting the goals of National Runaway
Prevention Month and “yea” on rollcall No.
970, H. Res. 942, a resolution commending
the Real Salt Lake soccer club for winning the
2009 Major League Soccer Cup.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RON KLEIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to submit a record of how | would
have voted on December 14, 2009. Had |
voted, | would have voted “yes” on rollcall No.
969 and “yes” on rollcall No. 970.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | was not
present during rollcall votes 969 and 970 and
voice votes on December 14, 2009 due to a
pre-existing medical appointment. | would
have voted: On rollcall vote No. 969 | would
have voted “yea”; On rollcall vote No. 970 |
would have voted “yea”; voice vote on S. 303
| would have voted “yea”; voice vote on H.R.
4284 | would have voted “yea.”
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, unfortunately, | missed the following
recorded votes on the House floor on Monday,
December 14, 2009.

Had | been present | would have voted
“aye” on rollcall vote No. 969 (on motion to
suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 779),
“aye” on rollcall vote No. 970 (on motion to
suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 942).

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. BECERRA. Madam Speaker, on Thurs-
day, December 10, 2009, | missed rollcall No.
950. If present, | would have voted “yea.”

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK
OF MR. ARNOLD MINICUCCI

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life and
work of Mr. Arnold Minicucci of Watertown,
Connecticut.

For the last 59 years, Arnold Minicucci has
been the proud owner and manager of
Minicucci’s Incorporated, a menswear clothier
and downtown mainstay in Waterbury, Con-
necticut. This coming January, he will retire
and close the store he took over from his fa-
ther more than a half-century ago, ending one
of Waterbury’s most beloved and long-tenured
businesses.

After returning from service during World
War |, Arnold’s father founded Minicucci’s in
Waterbury in 1919 as a maker of custom
men’s suits. Upon his return from service in
the Navy during World War II, Arnold joined
his father’'s business in 1946 and became full
owner of the store four vyears later,
transitioning the establishment into a retail suit
seller. Soon thereafter, Arnold moved the
store from East Main Street to its present lo-
cation at 52 Bank Street. Throughout its his-
tory, Minicucci’s has served mayors and gov-
ernors alike, with loyal customers whose rela-
tionship with the store can be measured in
decades.

Anyone who’s spent any time living or work-
ing in Waterbury knows Arnold and his be-
loved wife, Mary, both of whom were born and
married in the Brass City. They are true pillars
of the community: former chairs of the Cancer
Ball, long-serving members of the Immaculate
Conception Church and the Exchange Club,
and a driving force behind the construction of
the Little League Stadium, to name but a few
of their strong ties to Waterbury.

Every one of Arnold’s hundreds of friends
and loyal customers who attend his retirement
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